COMMON   BUTTERWORT, Mngnlcula vulgaris L.

364. Common Butterwort, Pinguicula vulgaris L. (X f); a
herb growing in mountain bogs or on wet rocks; leaves forming
a rosette, spreading, ovate to oblong and narrowed to the base,

rather fleshy and covered
with small crystalline
points and clammy til
the touch, margins entire;
flowers 3 or 4 to each
plant, on stalks up to
about 6 in. long from the
rosette of leaves; calyx
(A, X H) rather irregu-
larly 5-lobcd to about
the middle; corolla (B,
:< 0) bluish-purple, 2-
lipped, the upper lip
shorter than the lower
and 24obed, the lower
lip 3-lobed, the tube pro-
longed at the base into a
slender spur; stamens 2,
free from the corolla*
ovary above the calyx
(superior), 1-Jocular, with numerous ovules attached to a free
basal placenta (as in the Primula family); capsule opening by
2-4 valves; seeds oblong, rugose (family Lentibulariaceae).

Grows mainly in the hills and mountains of western Britain and
in Eire, but is widely distributed across the cool northern zone,
including North America. It is called *4 Butterwort" from the
greasy feel of the leaves, as if melted butter had been poured on
them,

The downwardly curved spur of the corolla secretes and con-
ceals nectar in its basal part, and the lower lip acts as a platform
for insect visitors, mainly bees. These touch the stigma first,
and dust it with pollen from a flower previously visited. On
probing further into the corolla, the bee's head and back are
dusted with fresh pollen, which is carried to another flower.
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